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5. That the usefulness and expediency of the revaccination
of adults is already recognised by many Government depart-
ments, inasmuch as military and naval recruits, post-office
employ&eacute;s, &c., are required to submit to the operation.

6. That the principle thus admitted is capable of legiti-
mate extension, by making proof of vaccination a qualifica-
tion for all Government employment, and by making
revaccination compulsory on all adults residing in premises
which may become infected with the contagion of small-
pox, and on all adult applicants for poor-law relief.

7. That the fee at present allowed for successful revacci-
nation is not sufficient to excite any interest in the perform-
ance of the duty on the part of the public vaccinator, and
does not fairly repay him for his expenditure of time and
trouble.

8. That efficient revaccination would be promoted and
encouraged by furnishing to all legally qualified medical
practitioners, on request, an ample supply of calf and
humanised lymph.

9. That your memorialists trust your honourable Board
will consider the slight encouragement at present given for
the promotion of revaccination and the propositions respect-
fully submitted by your memorialists, and will take such
steps as your honourable Board may deem desirable for
increasing and furthering the practice of revaccination.
And your memorialists will ever- pray.
(Signed on behalf of the North-Western Association of

Medical Officers of Health),
EDWIN RAYNFR, M.D., F.R.C.S., President,
FRANCIS VACHER, Hon. Sec.

100 King-street, Manchester, Feb. 23rd, 1885.

EXAMINATION OF DRINKING WATER.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I should be glad to have an opinion of the value
of Horsley’s pyrogallic acid test in the determination
of the presence of nitrates and nitrites in water. Wanklyn’s
method is no doubt the best, but takes too much money
and time in rural districts, where every other house
has its own well, and sanitary pay is small. If there are
any grave objections to Horsley’s process, I should be
thankful to be informed where I can get a description of
any other simple process of water examination which will
supplement the silver test and the microscope.

__ 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Feb. 21st, 1885. RURAL HEALTH OFFICER.

* We have never used the method above referred to,
and doubt its trustworthiness. Of satisfactory processes,
the simplest is the brucine process, described in The Analyst,
vol. vi. It must be remembered that the presence of nitrates
and chlorine is a very fallacious guide. The determination
of albuminoid ammonia cannot be dispensed with unless
the much more difficult combustion process is used. It is a

good plan to keep the water in a warm place, loosely
eovered, for several days. If bacteria and bacilli increase

greatly, there must be some suitable pabulum for them
in the water.-ED. L.

LIVERPOOL.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THE LIVERPOOL MEDICAL INSTITUTION.

THE members of the profession in this city are fortunate
in the possession of their medical institution. Formed in

1837 by the amalgamation of the Medical Society and the
Medical Library, it now numbers 185 members, 24 associates,
and 4 honorary members. It has its own buildings, erected
in 1873 on a central and very convenient site granted by
the Corporation, who also gave &pound;1000 towards the building,
the remainder being provided by the donations of members
and their friends. The meetings are held on alternate
Thursdays during the winter months, and are well attended.
So large a city as this, with its numerous hospitals and dis-
pensaries, furnishes an unlimited amount of material for
interesting papers, cases, and discussions, while the numerous
pathological specimens shown by members form an additional

feature of interest. The microscopical section of the insti-
tution, which was formed some years ago, meets on alternate
Fridays, and has proved a most valuable adjunct to it. At
the annual meeting held last month it was resolved to
admit at a reduced subscription members of the profession
residing beyond a radius of ten miles. It is believed that
this will enhance greatly the benefits of the institution, and
its members present and prospective. The library contains
nine thousand volumes.

HYDROPHOBIA.

Recently there have been several cases of persons having
been bitten by dogs, apparently mad, in the streets. One
case, that of a boy, terminated fatally with all the symptoms
of hydrophobia. There would in all probability have been
more fatal cases had it not been for the bravery of a

police constable, who pursued and killed the savage animal,
and was warmly commended for his courageous conduct by
the county coroner and jury at the inquest. In the course
of a year several cases of police officers bitten by dogs came
under the notice of the police surgeons. The danger is a
very real one, and it is very important that means should
be taken to prevent it.

DEATHS OF CHILDREN FROM OVERLAYING.

This city has an unenviable notoriety for the large
number of children who are annually suffocated while in
bed with their parents, one or both of whom have gone to
sleep in a more or less drunken condition. The majority of
these cases occur on Saturday and Sunday nights, days which
are still devoted to drinking by too many of the lower
orders, notwithstanding the advance of temperance among
all classes. Many efforts have been made to prevent this
wholesale slaughter of children, but without avail. Fifteen
years ago a jury, acting under the guidance of the borough
coroner (Mr. Clarke Aspinall), returned a verdict of man-
slaughter against the parents of a child who was found
dead in bed with them. The case was a very aggravated
one, it being proved that the parents, who were both intoxi-

: cated, went to bed in the afternoon, and, though remonstrated
. with, insisted upon having the child with them. They were

committed for trial upon the coroner’s warrant, but the
grand jury threw out the bill. More recently, in a case
little if any less shocking, the parents were committed for

- trial by both the coroner and the stipendiary magistrate. A
true bill was found, but the case ended in an acquittal. It
is clearly impossible to draw the line between crime and
accident in these cases in the present state of the law.

THE LOCK HOSPITAL.

The clinical lectures delivered by Dr. Bernard during the
first part of the winter session were resumed by Mr. F. W.
Lowndes after the Christmas recess. They have now been
replaced by clinical demonstrations in the male wards,
which are given every Saturday at 12.15 P.M., and are
greatly appreciated by the students. The wards have been
very full lately, and both surgeons have excellent opportuni-
ties of pointing out to the clinical class all the various appear-
ances in primary and secondary syphilis. Cases of tertiary
syphilis are much more rare than they were in this hospital
twenty years ago, when it was not uncommon to see

several cases at a time in a very severe form, 
both in the

male and female wards. A case of sloughing ulcer, involving
the whole of the prepuce, was recently admitted under Dr.
Bernard, and has done remarkably well. Iodoform in fine
powder was found very useful in this as in previous cases,
partly to promote healing and also as a deodoriser.

THE EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY.

The retirement of Mr. Stradford Walker from the acting
to the consulting staff, and the resignation of Mr. Stone, the
senior assistant surgeon, have made great changes in the
surgical staff of this important charity. Mr. Edgar Browne,
well and favourably known as a successful oculist, as well
as for his work on the ophthalmoscope, becomes senior sur-
geon. His colleagues are Mr. Richard Williams, who has for
some years done very useful work, first as assistant-sur-
geon, and subsequently as surgeon; and Mr. Charles George
Lee, who has for seven years worked as assistant-surgeon.
Mr. Shears, the late house-surgeon, now becomes senior
assistant-surgeon, and the committee are inviting candidates
to apply for the vacant office of assistant-surgeon. It is
much to be regretted that the infirmary has lost the services
of Mr. Stone, who has served it faithfully for some years as
assistant-surgeon. The ophthalmoscopic demonstrations,
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which were commenced at the hospital by Mr. Browne some
time ago, have been resumed, and are well attended by local
practitioners. Mr. Liptrot succeeded Mr. Shears as house-
surgeon.

THE DISPENSARIES.

Some idea of the enormous amount of medical relief
afforded by the North, South, and East Dispensaries of this
city may be formed from the following details given at the
annual meeting held on the 24th inst. :-Total number of
patients treated during the year 1884, 69,754; total at-

tendances, 151,807. This work was done at a cost of &pound;4506.
Liverpool, Feb. 25th. 

__________

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.

(From our own Correspondent.)

SUNDERLAND HOSPITAL SUNDAY.

THE twenty-first annual collection on behalf of the
Sunderland hospitals was taken on the 15th inst. The past
year witnessed the largest number of in-patients the

infirmary has ever received, 1482 having been treated in the
wards, and the number of out-patients was 1665. The
collections last year amounted to &pound;729, and this was the
largest amount ever contributed on Hospital Sunday. I

regret to hear that the present commercial distress in the
North has seriously affected the income of the infirmary,
which is stated to be &pound;4000 in debt. I trust this is excep-
tional, as the Sunderland Infirmary is well deserving of

public support, being conducted on the free system, and
thus a boon to the suffering poor of the borough.

DURHAM COUNTY HOSPITAL.

The annual meeting has been held of the Durham County
Hospital, and the report shows that 1566 cases were treated
during the year, being an increase of 285 over the number
treated last year. The Durham Hospital Sunday Collections
are considerably less than last year; but, on the other hand,
it is gratifying to read in the report that the Hospital
Saturday Collection shows a very marked increase. The
excess of expenditure for the year is to be accounted for by
the increase of patients, as well as the unfortunate illness
of several members of the hospital staff, involving con-
siderable expense in the way of providing substitutes, the
complete rectification of the drainage of the hospital, and
the preparation for building a new wing, towards which
the munificent donation of X2000 has been presented by
John Eden, Esq., Beamish-park.

GATESHEAD DISPENSARY.

At the annual meeting of the Gateshead Dispensary, Dr.
Robert Purdie presented the medical report, which shows
that the number of patients treated by letter during the
year was 2815, as compared with 2873 in the previous
year; the number of casuals was 10,003, as compared with
14,966 in the previous year. The diminution in the work
done was accounted for by the healthier state of the
town during the past twelve months, which was most
satisfactory, considering the depression in trade and the
distress which had existed. The report of the committee
refers to the want of hospital accommodation at Gateshead.
Indeed, this want is felt and admitted on all sides. At the
same time, they say that the matter should be left to the
town at large to be dealt with ; but it is to be feared that
if it is left to 11 the town at large," there it will rest. It is .

a long time now since Dr. Newcombe and others drew
attention to this want, and yet here is a prosperous town of
70,000 inhabitants without even a cottage hospital. The
sick poor of Gateshead flock to the Newcastle Infirmary
and to the special hospitals of our city. Dr. Newcombe,
at the same meeting, when returning thanks for the com- j
plimentary vote passed to the honorary medical staff, also
animadverted very strongly on the practice of making even
a small charge to the casuals at a time like the present,
when so many were out of employment. Speaking from i
his own knowledge, he knew of cases where poor persons E

were prevented from seeking aid at the dispensary from
the existence of this casual charge, but he also objected
to it as having a bad tendency in the way of giving an t
idea of "cheap physic" to the working classes.
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Feb. 17th.

BELFAST.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THE THOMPSON MEMORIAL HOME, LISBURN.

THIS very handsome building is now completed and open
for the reception of patients. It stands on an elevated

piece of ground, about half a mile from Lisburn and eight
miles from Belfast. Including the building site, the total
area of the surrounding grounds is nine acres. The expendi-
ture on the whole range of buildings, together with the
fitting and furnishing of the patients’ downstair- and day-
rooms, as well as the apartments for the lady superinten-
dent, the servants, and nurses, will be close on &pound;25,000. In
addition to this large sum, .635,000 has been placed by the
founders in the hands of trustees, the annual interest of
which will go to the support of the institution. I under-
stand that, according to the trust deed, the home is to be
devoted to the reception and support, as well as to the medical
and surgical treatment, of respectable poor persons suffering
from incurable diseases. Applicants for admission must be
able to show that they have resided for five years in some one
or more of the counties of Antrim, Armagh, Derry, Down,
Monaghan, and Tyrone. The Thompson Memorial Home
has been founded by the widow of the famous medical prac-
titioner, the late Dr. Thompson of Lisburn, his daughter,
Mrs. Bruce, and his son-in-law, Mr. James Bruce, D.L., of
Thorndale House, Belfast. Mr. Ferguson, son of Dr. Ferguson
of Belfast, is the architect; and Dr. H. George of Lisburn has
been appointed medical attendant. There can be no doubt
that this home, to the building and endowing of which one
family has given the large sum of .E60,000, will be an im-
mense boon to many incurables in Ulster.

THE BELFAST ROYAL HOSPITAL.

It is very gratifying to find by the report read at the
quarterly meeting of the Board of Management on Monday
that the financial position of this excellent charity has
greatly improved. At the last quarterly meeting the
hospital was over X2000 in debt. Now all this is paid,
and a substantial balance is in the hands of the trea-
surer. The bazaar yielded the net sum of &pound;2839 Is. IOd..
besides &pound;355 contributed specially to create life governors,
thus benefiting the hospital to the extent of &pound;3294 Is. lOd.
By these means the hospital is freed of debt. The report
states that in continuation of the good work going on of
putting the wards of the hospital into most efficient con-
dition, the Sinclair Ward has been completed by the
members of the Sinclair family. Two small wards for the
use of the extern patients connected with the gynaecological
department have been thoroughly fitted up and furnished
by Mrs. Dunville, and Mr. Dunville is proceeding with the
work of completing the remaining wards in the body of the
hospital.

THE QUEEN’S COLLEGES COMMISSION.
The Commissioners have just handed in their report, and,

as I anticipated in a previous letter, they are divided. The
two Roman Catholic Commissioners (Rev. Dr. Molloy and
Mr. Carton, Q.C.) report on the low arts standards in Cork
and Galway contrasted with the Intermediate and Royal
University examinations, the inadequate medical education
in Galway, the absence of Roman Catholic students in both
colleges owing to religious considerations, and the justice of
Roman Catholics obtaining a share of State endowment for
collegiate education. The majority of the Commissioners
(Dr. J. J. Stoney, secretary to the late Queen’s University,
Dr. Jack, Glasgow University, and Deputy-Surgeon-General
Marston) are satisfied with the arts standard, praise the arts
professors, and suggest increased equipment. All the Com-
missioners agree as to the efficiency of Queen’s College, Belfast.
Among the recommendations of the majority of the Commis-
sioners are :&mdash;"That funds should be provided for the payment
of a limited number of assistants to professors who require them
for the more efficient teaching of their classes. That pro-
vision should be made for the erection of a suitable labora-
tory for practical chemistry, and for the improvement of
the chemical buildings in Belfast. That the medical pro-
fessors who are not prohibited from private practice be
entitled to retiring pension. That the chairs of Anatomy
and Physiology and Histology in Queen’s College, Belfast,
and in Queen’s College, Cork, be separated; that in view of
this separation compensation be given to the present occu-
pants, and sufficient salaries provided for these chairs."

Belfast, Feb. 2.5th.


